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Government chips away at property rights
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James Quintero is a fiscal policy analyst at the Texas Public Policy Foundation.

In the mid-1990s, a small Catholic church in an old part of Boerne had a good problem.

The church wasn't big enough for the growing number of parishioners in the once-
sleepy town. So the Archbishop of San Antonio applied to the town for a building
permit to expand the church — but the permit was denied.
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