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October 2019 Metroplex Elections

Key Points
• Voters will consider an assortment of different propositions 

in the upcoming November elections.

• The bond propositions could allocate funds to a wide range 
of different areas, including schools, transportation, city 
facilities, and more.

• Excluding constitutional amendments and candidate elec-
tions, 30 separate questions involving public money will be 
pitched to all Metroplex voters.

DALLAS COUNTY
(Review Sample Ballot)

Metroplex Elections: November 2019
by Shelby Sterling, J.D., and James Quintero

Town of Addison
PROPOSITION A
“The issuance of $22,300,000 general obligation bonds for Keller Springs Road and Airport Parkway street improvements 
and the levying of a tax in payment thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A allows Addison city officials to add $22.3 million in new debt for the pur-
poses of reconstructing and improving Keller Springs Road and Airport Parkway, replacing traffic signals, install-
ing medians and sidewalks, and more.  

PROPOSITION B
“The issuance of $33,602,000 general obligation bonds for Quorum Drive and Montfort Drive street improvements and the 
levying of a tax in payment thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. B allows Addison city officials to add $33.6 million in new debt for the pur-
poses of reconstructing and improving Quorum and Monfort Drive, replacing traffic signals, acquiring and install-
ing medians and sidewalks, and more.

On November 5th, 2019, Texas voters residing in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex will consider many different ballot 
questions taking a variety of forms—from bond propositions to tax ratification elections to the allocation of local 

sales tax revenue and more. Excluding constitutional amendments and candidate elections, a total of 30 separate ballot 
questions will be answered by all Metroplex-area voters.

https://www.dallascountyvotes.org/wp-content/uploads/191105_SampleBallot_WEB.pdf
https://AddisonTexas.net/secretary/november-2019-bond-election
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PROPOSITION C
“The issuance of $6,723,000 general obligation bonds for 
park, open space and recreation facilities improvements 
and the levy of a tax in payment thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. C allows Addison 
city officials to add $6.7 million in new debt to pay for 
parks, open spaces, and recreation facilities, including 
improvements for the athletic club, the pond, a variety 
of trails, and more.

PROPOSITION D
“The issuance of $7,395,000 general obligation bonds for 
improving and equipping existing Town service, public 
safety, conference and administrative facilities, and the 
levying of a tax in payment thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. D allows Addison 
city officials to add $7.4 million in new debt to make 
improvements to existing municipal buildings, includ-
ing addressing ADA compliance concerns, replacing 
roofs and HVAC systems, and remodeling the police 
gun range’s air filtration system. 

PROPOSITION E
“The issuance of $600,000 general obligation bonds for 
traffic control systems and facilities, and the levying of a tax in payment thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. E allows Addison city officials to add $600,000 in new debt to make improve-
ments to the traffic control systems. 

What to Know
• The city of Addison’s new debt propositions total a combined $70,620,000.
• The city’s existing debt is significant. According to the Texas Bond Review Board, its local debt service outstanding1  

totaled $113,183,660 in fiscal year 2018. 
• In 2012, voters approved $32.5 million in bonds for improvements of streets and a parking garage.  

As of 2019, approximately $26 million of the 2012 approved bonds remain unissued.
• According to the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, the city of Addison had the highest amount of tax-supported 

debt outstanding compared to its similarly sized peers, both in aggregate terms as well as on a per capita basis.

1 According to the Texas Bond Review Board, debt service outstanding is defined as “The amount that is required to cover the repayment of principal and interest on a 
debt for a particular period.”

http://www.brb.state.tx.us/local_debt_search.aspx
https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/debt/texas.php
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City of Coppell
PROPOSITION A
“The reauthorization for a four (4) year period of the local sales and use tax in Coppell at the rate of one-fourth of one per-
cent to continue providing revenue for maintenance and repair of municipal streets or sidewalks.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A allows Coppell city officials to continue collecting one-fourth of one percent 
of the local sales and use tax for street maintenance and repairs.

WHAT TO KNOW
• In 2007, Coppell voters authorized the collection of this portion of the sales and use tax for street maintenance. In 

2015, voters reauthorized the city to continue collecting this tax. 
• If voters reauthorize the dedication of this funding source, then the local sales tax rate will not increase. However, 

neither will it decrease. 
• In response to the question How much sales tax am I paying? Coppell city officials offer the following answer:  

“Consider a household with an average income equivalent to $120,000 with taxable purchases roughly equaling 
$19,200. At the [current] sales tax rate of 8.25%, 

approximately $1,200 would go to the State of Texas and $384 would go to the City of Coppell. 
Of that $384, $192 would go for general city operations, $96 would go for parks, $48 would go 
to the street maintenance program with the final $48 going to the crime control and preven-
tion district.”

Town of Sunnyvale
PROPOSITION A
“Termination of the Sunnyvale 4A Development Corporation (Type A) and its associated sales tax; and the adoption of 
a local sales and use tax in the Town of Sunnyvale at a rate of one and one-half (1.5) percent. This would result in no net 
change in the total sales tax rate.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A allows Sunnyvale city officials to dissolve the 4A economic development 
corporation and redirect the associated sales tax revenue to its General Fund. 

What to Know
• Sunnyvale has two economic development corporations: 4A and 4B. Only 10 percent of cities have both. 
• In 2014, Sunnyvale voted to allocate 50 percent of 4A funds to street maintenance, but that election terminated earlier 

this year. Currently, the half cent goes to 4A for the purpose of economic development projects. 
• According to the city, voter approval of Prop. A would not result in a change to the sales tax rate. 

Sunnyvale Independent School District Tax Ratification
PROPOSITION A
“Ratifying the ad valorem tax rate of $1.45 per $100 valuation in Sunnyvale Independent School District for the current 
year, a rate that will result in an increase of 6.11 percent in maintenance and operations tax revenue for the district for the 
current year as compared to the preceding year, which is an additional $758,480.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A would allow ISD officials to set the total tax rate at $1.45 per $100 of value, 
which is the maximum allowed by state law. The maintenance & operations (M&O) tax rate would be set to 
$1.0359 while the Interest & Sinking (I&S) tax rate would be $0.4141. 

What to Know 
• The 86th Texas Legislature passed House Bill 3 which compressed ISD tax rates by an average of 7 to 8 cents. By law, 

Sunnyvale ISD’s M&O tax rate must be lowered from $1.04 to $0.97 this year.

http://www.CoppellTX.gov/SpecialElection
http://www.coppelltx.gov/specialelection
http://www.coppelltx.gov/specialelection
http://www.TownOfSunnyvale.org/DocumentCenter/View/4393/2019-Sales-Tax-Election-PPT
https://www.SISDTRE19.com/tre-details
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• Under Prop. A, the district’s net M&O tax rate would only slightly lower from $1.04 to $1.0359. The I&S rate is 
expected to decrease from $0.48 to $0.4141.

• If approved by voters, the total tax rate under Prop. A would be lowered from $1.52 to $1.45. However, the savings 
would primarily result from a reduced I&S rate.

• While a taxpayer would not see an increase in their tax bill in the immediate future, there is the potential for higher 
taxes if the school district chooses to utilize its newly realized bonding capacity in the future. 

TARRANT COUNTY
(Review Sample Ballot)

Aledo Independent School District
PROPOSITION A
“The issuance of $149,950,000 of bonds by the Aledo 
Independent School District for the construction, renova-
tion, acquisition and equipment of school facilities in the 
District, including the acquisition of land therefor and the 
acquisition of school buses and levying the tax in payment 
thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A allows Aledo ISD 
officials to add $150 million in new debt for improve-
ments to and construction of school campuses, new 
land for future campuses, and school buses. 

What to Know: 
• Aledo ISD’s local debt service outstanding stood at 

$301,448,653 in fiscal year 2018.
• In 2015, voters approved two bond propositions total-

ing an issuance of $53,200,000 for a new elementary 
school, transportation, renovations, and school safety 
and security. 

• In 2014, voters denied a bond proposition seek-
ing $61,500,000 for school construction. In 2017, 
voters also denied two bond propositions totaling 
$73,660,000 for school additions, renovations, and a 
new school. 

• According to the Texas Comptroller of Public 
Accounts, Aledo ISD had the highest amount of 
tax-supported debt outstanding compared to its similarly sized peers, both in aggregate terms as well as on a per capita 
basis. 

https://access.tarrantcounty.com/en/elections/Upcoming-Election-Information/Sample-Ballots-by-Entity.html
https://www.AledoISD.org/domain/1871
http://www.brb.state.tx.us/local_debt_search.aspx
https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/debt/texas.php
https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/debt/texas.php
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Arlington Independent School District
PROPOSITION A
“The issuance of $966,000,000 of bonds by Arlington Inde-
pendent School District for the acquisition, construction and 
equipment of school buildings and the purchase of school 
sites and school buses and levying the tax in payment thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A allows Arlington 
ISD officials to add $966 million in new debt to fund proj-
ects in four areas, including facilities; fine arts; transporta-
tion; and safety, security, and technology. 

What to Know: 
• Arlington ISD’s local debt service outstanding stood at 

$1.2 billion in fiscal year 2018. 
• From the 2007-08 school year to the 2016-17 school year, 

Arlington ISD lost student enrollment (-0.6 percent) while 
the statewide average grew (+13.1 percent). 

• In 2014, voters approved another bond that totaled 
$663,100,000. Prop A. seeks to build on the district’s 
2014 bond. Of the approved funds in the 2014 bond, 
$127,515,000 remain unissued. 

• From the years 2008-09 to 2016-17, tax-supported debt per 
student changed by +101 percent. 

• According to the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
Arlington ISD’s tax-supported debt outstanding is rela-
tively average compared to its similarly sized peers.

Azle Independent School District 
PROPOSITION A
“The issuance of $79,820,000 of Bonds by the Azle Independent School District and levying the Tax in payment thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A allows Azle ISD officials to add $79.8 million in new debt to fund additions 
and improvements to Azle High School and Liberty Elementary, as well as a new multipurpose stadium and a new 
field house.

What to Know
• Azle ISD’s local debt service outstanding stood at $142.5 million in fiscal year 2018. 
• Between the years 2008-09 to 2016-17, tax-supported debt per student changed by +182 percent.
• From 2007-08 to 2016-17, Azle ISD’s student enrollment grew slower than the statewide average: +10 percent vs. 

+13.1 percent.
• Voters have approved two previous bond proposals: in 2013 for a total of $20 million to fund school building improve-

ments and in 2016 for $59.5 million to fund new schools and renovations. 
• According to the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, Azle ISD’s tax-supported debt outstanding is relatively average 

compared to its similarly sized peers.

https://www.AISD.net/Bond2019/
http://www.brb.state.tx.us/local_debt_search.aspx
https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/debt/texas.php
https://www.AzleISD.net/domain/1316
http://www.brb.state.tx.us/local_debt_search.aspx
http://www.brb.state.tx.us/local_debt_search.aspx
http://www.brb.state.tx.us/local_debt_search.aspx
https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/debt/texas.php
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Everman Independent School District 
PROPOSITION A
“The issuance of $40,000,000 of bonds by Everman Indepen-
dent School District for the acquisition, construction and 
equipment of school buildings. Taxes sufficient to pay the 
principal of and interest on the bonds will be imposed.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A proposes the issu-
ance of $40 million to fund the building of and improve-
ments to classrooms throughout the district. 

What to Know
• Everman ISD’s local debt service outstanding stood at 

$125.3 million in fiscal year 2018.
• From 2007-08 to 2016-17, Everman ISD’s student enroll-

ment grew faster than the statewide average: +24.1 per-
cent vs. +13.1 percent.

• Prop A. would fund projects to build additional class-
rooms in at least three schools with a possible fourth 
school. 

• Everman ISD states that approval of the bond will not 
result in a tax rate increase.

• According to the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, 
Everman ISD’s tax-supported debt outstanding ranks near 
the bottom compared to its similarly sized peers.

https://www.eisd.org/Page/1685
http://www.brb.state.tx.us/local_debt_search.aspx
http://www.brb.state.tx.us/local_debt_search.aspx
https://www.eisd.org/Page/1685
https://www.eisd.org/Page/1685
https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/debt/texas.php
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Flower Mound
PROPOSITION A
“The reauthorization of the local sales and use tax in the Town of Flower Mound, Texas at the rate of one-quarter (1/4) of 
one percent (1%) to continue providing revenue for maintenance and repair of municipal streets.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A reauthorizes the dedication of the sales and use tax to street maintenance for 
improvements to Flower Mound roadways. 

What to Know: 
• Currently, the town of Flower Mound has two types of outstanding debt: tax-supported debt totaling $155,885,000 

and revenue-supported debt totaling $16,000,000. 
• In 2007, voters approved the one-fourth of one cent of sales tax to be allocated for parks and recreation, street mainte-

nance, crime control, and fire control. The one-quarter dedication to street maintenance, crime control, and fire control 
needs periodic reauthorization. The street maintenance-dedicated sales tax was reauthorized by voters in 2011 and 2015. 

Karis Municipal Management District
PROPOSITION B
“The issuance of $115,995,000 bonds and the levy of taxes in payment of such bonds for water, sanitary sewer, drainage 
and storm sewer improvements.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. B allows Karis MMD officials to add nearly $116 million in new debt to fund 
improvements to water and sewer systems. 

PROPOSITION C
“The issuance of $112,665,000 bonds and the levy of taxes in payment of such bonds for road improvements.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. C allows Karis MMD officials to add nearly $113 million in new debt for road 
improvements. 

PROPOSITION D
“The issuance of $115,995,000 bonds for the refunding of water, sanitary sewer, drainage and storm sewer bonds and the 
levy of taxes in payment of such refunding bonds.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. D authorizes Karis MMD officials to issue nearly $116 million in bonds for 
water and wastewater systems. 

PROPOSITION E
“The issuance of $112,665,000 bonds for the refunding of road bonds and the levy of taxes in payment of such refunding 
bonds.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. E authorizes Karis MMD officials to issue nearly $113 million in bonds for 
road-related purposes.

PROPOSITION F
“Operation and maintenance tax at an unlimited rate.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. F would allow the district to levy an operation and maintenance tax at an 
unknown amount. 

WHAT TO KNOW: 
• Karis Municipal Management District is located within the city of Crowley, Texas. It was established by the Texas Com-

mission on Environmental Quality in February 2019. 

http://www.TarrantVotes.com/november-2019-election/november-2019-city-governments/november-2019-city-flower-mound/
https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/debt/city.php?cityname=Flower%20Mound&citysubmit=GO
https://www.flower-mound.com/1829/Dedicated-Sales-Tax-Election-2019
http://www.TarrantVotes.com/november-2019-election/november-2019-other-government/november-2019-karis-municipal-management-district/
http://www.tarrantvotes.com/november-2019-election/november-2019-other-government/november-2019-karis-municipal-management-district/
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• Municipal management districts typically serve as a financing mechanism for commercial, residential, or entertain-
ment development. They have the ability to levy taxes within their territory and finance improvements or services 
through issuing bonds.

City of Keller 
PROPOSITION B
“The reauthorization of the local sales and use tax in the City of Keller, Texas at the rate of one fourth of one percent to con-
tinue providing revenue for maintenance and repair of municipal streets. The tax expires on the fourth anniversary of the 
date of this election unless the imposition of the tax is reauthorized.” 

Plain Language Description: If approved, Prop. A would reauthorize a one-quarter cent street maintenance sales tax. 

What to Know
• The city of Keller estimates that, if approved, the one-quarter sales tax allocation could generate approximately 

$1.67 million for street maintenance in fiscal year 2020. 
• Approval of Prop A. will not result in a sales tax rate increase nor a decrease. The dedication of the sales tax will be for 

a four-year term. 

Keller Independent School District
PROPOSITION A
“The issuance of $315,000,000 of bonds by the Keller 
Independent School District for the acquisition, con-
struction, renovation and equipment of school facilities 
in the District and levying the tax in payment thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A allows Keller 
ISD officials to add $315 million in new debt to 
fund 11 districtwide projects.

What to Know 
• Keller ISD’s local debt service outstanding stood at 

more than $1 billion in fiscal year 2018. 
• From 2007-08 to 2016-17, Keller ISD’s student 

enrollment grew faster than the statewide average: 
+18.1 percent vs. +13.1 percent.

• The bond proposal includes 11 districtwide proj-
ects, including upgrades to safety and security, 
technology, mechanical and life safety, special 
education classrooms, as well as community crisis 
counseling suites, indoor extracurricular facilities, 
replacement of multiple roads, renovations at two 
middle schools, and a new Industrial Trades and 
Agriscience Center.

• Voters approved a bond proposition in 2014 for 
$169 million to fund new schools and renovations.  

• According to the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, Keller ISD’s tax-supported debt outstanding ranks near the 
top compared to its similarly sized peers.

https://www.CityOfKeller.com/services/city-secretary/election-information-informaci-n-de-elecci-n/street-maintenance-special-election
https://www.cityofkeller.com/services/city-secretary/election-information-informaci-n-de-elecci-n/street-maintenance-special-election
https://www.KellerISD.net/cms/lib/TX02215599/Centricity/Domain/1178/2019/BondFlyer_Overview_EngSpan.pdf
http://www.brb.state.tx.us/local_debt_search.aspx
https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/debt/texas.php
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Tarrant County College District (TCCD)
PROPOSITION A
“The issuance of $825 million bonds and notes for the purpose of constructing, improving, and renovating and equipping 
school buildings in the Tarrant County College District, and the levying of a debt tax in payment thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A allows TCCD officials to add $825 million in new debt to fund improve-
ments and renovations at all of its six campuses.

What to Know
• It has been 25 years since the last bond election proposed by TCCD. In that time, TCCD has nearly doubled its annual 

enrollment and expanded to six campuses. Further, TCCD currently has no outstanding debt. 
• If Prop A. is approved, it will not result in an increase of Tarrant County College’s (TCC) property tax rate.
• The TCC system has specific projects outlined for the proposed funds, as well as a descriptive presentation outlining 

such projects. 

COLLIN COUNTY
(Review Sample Ballot)

Collin County Municipal Utility District No. 2
PROPOSITION B
“The issuance of $204,420,493 in bonds and the levy of ad valorem taxes in payment of the bonds (roads).” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. B would allow Collin County MUD officials to issue nearly $204.5 million to 
fund improvements of roads. 

PROPOSITION C
“The issuance of $306,630,740 in refunding bonds for road bonds and the levy of ad valorem taxes in payment of said 
refunding bonds.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. C would allow Collin County MUD officials to issue $306.6 million in refund-
ing bonds for road projects. 

What to Know
• The Collin County MUD was created by House Bill 4672 passed in the regular session of the 86th Texas Legislature.

https://www.TCCD.edu/community/2019-bond-election/election-info/
https://www.tccd.edu/documents/community/2019-bond-election/2019-tcc-districtwide-bond-projects.pdf
https://www.collincountytx.gov/elections/election_information/Pages/sampleballots2.aspx
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB4672
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Frognot Special Utility District 
PROPOSITION A
“The conversion of the Frognot Water Supply Corporation into the Frognot Special Utility District, the transfer of all assets, 
liabilities and the Water Certificate of Convenience and Necessity #10164 to the Frognot Special Utility District and the 
dissolution of Frognot Water Supply Corporation.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A would allow the Frognot Water Supply Corporation to transfer into a special 
utility district. 

For more information on special utility districts, see the Texas Senate Research Center’s Invisible Government: 
Special Purpose Districts in Texas (28).

Lowry Crossing 
PROPOSITION A
“The reauthorization of the local sales and use tax in Lowry Crossing at the rate of one-fourth (1/4) of one percent to con-
tinue providing revenue for maintenance and repair of municipal streets.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A allows Lowry Crossing officials to continue collecting one-fourth of one per-
cent of the local sales and use tax for street maintenance and repairs.

Trails Of Blue Ridge 
PROPOSITION A
“Adopting a road tax.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A would allow the adoption of a road tax. 

DENTON COUNTY
(Review Sample Ballot)

City of Denton
PROPOSITION A
“The issuance of $154,000,000 of public securities for Street Improvements, and levying a tax in payment thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. A will allocate funding for the construction, reconstruction, or extension of 
the transportation system, including streets, sidewalks, traffic signals, street lighting, and other transportation 
improvements. 

https://senate.texas.gov/_assets/srcpub/Spotlight_Special_Purpose_Districts.pdf
https://senate.texas.gov/_assets/srcpub/Spotlight_Special_Purpose_Districts.pdf
https://www.votedenton.com/voter-lookup/#VoterEligibilitySearch
https://www.votedenton.com/voter-lookup/#VoterEligibilitySearch
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PROPOSITION B
“The issuance of $61,900,000 of public securities for Public 
Safety Facilities for Police Department, and levying a tax in 
payment thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. B will allocate funding 
for constructing, reconstructing, renovating, and improv-
ing public safety facilities for the police department 
including infrastructure, drainage, site improvements and 
the acquisition of land for such purposes.

PROPOSITION C
“The issuance of $5,000,000 of public securities for Acquisition 
of Land for Parks, and levying a tax in payment thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Prop. C will allocate funding 
for the purchase of and interest in land for parks. 

PROPOSITION D
“The issuance of $619,000 of public securities for Public Art, 
and levying a tax in payment thereof.” 

Plain Language Description: Proposition D will allocate 
funding for increasing the display and use of artwork 
within the city. 

What to Know
• The city of Denton’s local debt service outstanding stood 

at $1.35 billion in fiscal year 2018.
• Combined, these four propositions would add $221,519,000 in new debt. 
• Currently, the city of Denton has a tax-supported debt totaling $762,850,000 and a revenue supported debt sitting at 

$214,890,000. 
• In 2014, voters approved four bond propositions that totaled $98,175,000 to fund street improvements, public safety, 

drainage, and parks. 
• According to the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, the city of Denton had the highest amount of tax-supported 

debt outstanding compared to its similarly sized peers, both in aggregate terms and on a per capita basis. 

https://twitter.com/DiegoBernalTX/status/1184150639926038534
http://tax-supported debt totaling $762,850,000
https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/debt/city.php?cityname=Denton&citysubmit=GO
https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/debt/city.php?cityname=Denton&citysubmit=GO
https://comptroller.texas.gov/transparency/local/debt/texas.php
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