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Chairman Dutton and Members of the Committee:
My name is Dr. Richard Johnson, and I am the director of the Booker T. Washington Initiative with the Texas Public Policy
Foundation. Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 28. We also supported HB 3979 during the
regular session. With that being said, I would like to thank Representative Toth for authoring this bill and continuing the
fight against racism and discrimination.
I am a native Houstonian, born and raised in House District 142 (Chairman Dutton’s District), where I attended public
school and later went on to achieve my BA in history and government, MA in clinical psychology and my doctorate in
education administration from Wiley College and Texas Southern University (HBCUs). I have served 8 years in the United
States Army and have been in the education and policy sphere for the last 30 years.
HB 28 seeks to preserve the education of Texas public school students by protecting our students from divisive, inaccurate
teachings; by providing educators with access to civics training programs; and by requiring curriculum transparency.
During the 50s, 60s, and the early parts of the 70s, racism, segregation, and discrimination were daily parts of our lives. The
fight for equal opportunity, access, and integration were the main goals of the struggle. We thank God for great Americans
like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who was willing to sacrifice his life to advance the Civil Rights Act of 1964, striking down
racial discrimination in all its forms. I thank God for leaders like James Farmer—the founder of the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE) and the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)—who, after conversing with me, said,
“It’s your time now to change the world.” These men and many others across the cultural spectrum of humanity have given
their lives working to crystalize the idea that “all men are created equal.” The fight against racism took place in every area of
American life, but Thurgood Marshall and a dynamic team of lawyers knew that the most important battleground was in
the education system. Hence, Brown vs. Board of Education.
Mr. Chairman and Members, those battles were fought and won by brave Americans in their day. But today is your day!
Because of the modern-day tools of racism like critical race theory (CRT) emerging across the country, infiltrating our
schools, and poisoning the minds of young students, you do not have to wonder what you would do if you were Dr. King,
James Farmer, or Thurgood Marshall. It is your turn to fight racism—in all of its forms.
Your vote and support for HB 28 will:
•

Strengthen the civics training programs for teachers and administrators;

•

Provide parents with greater transparency of their children’s teaching materials and classroom content;

•

Ensure that curriculum content and the manner of teaching do not include racism. For example, the bill bans the
teaching that “one race or sex is inherently superior” or inferior to another and that children are to blame for behaviors
that they did not commit, solely or partly because of their race or sex;

•

Make sure that civics is appropriately taught to our students and that they are not taken advantage of by groups with
partisan political leanings, but the bill will also allow them to participate in community-based volunteerism like food
banks;
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•

Most importantly, ensure that our children and their children will continue to live in a world where they are “judged
not by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.”

Mr. Chairman and Members, this bill does not transform, alter, or exclude history from being taught in our schools, but
what it does is safeguard our children’s education from racist propaganda. I applaud your efforts in continuing to fight the
good fight and thank you for allowing me to testify as I urge you to pass HB 28.
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