
While Texas continues to attempt to secure its border, the Department of Justice (DOJ) disagrees with its methods.

The DOJ filed a lawsuit on Monday against Texas for its use of the buoy marine barrier system, a system which has 
been implemented to protect lives and deter illegal border crossings along the Rio Grande River.

The floating barrier consists of four-foot-wide buoys that spin when grabbed and it is designed to be moved and 
extended if necessary. Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) Lt. Chris Olivarez said that the buoys will have galvanized 
steel fixtures and rotating radial passive blades affixed between the buoys which will prevent human smugglers from cross-
ing under the blades and rotating them.

Migrants attempt to walk or swim across the river, and smuggling guides have been noted to use makeshift inflatable 
rafts and flotation devices. In Eagle Pass, Texas, the fire chief explained that they respond to the river and recover at least 
one body per day, usually.

Unfortunately, not everyone who falls victim to the Rio Grande is recovered. U.S. Border Patrol has reported that some 
victims are never even found due to the difficulty of locating lost bodies in the river. Four migrants, including an infant, 
were found dead on the banks of the unforgiving Rio Grande River — in just one recent weekend.

Since none of the victims had any identifying documents on them, their identities remain unknown.

Fiscal year 2022 was the deadliest year yet for unlawful border crossings, totaling roughly 853 deaths, 307 more than 
fiscal year 2021.

In many areas, the Rio Grande River is not very deep, but it is unpredictable and perilous. Two major dam systems 
cause inconsistency in water levels, which can rise quickly. The floor of the river is uneven and contains debris, making it 
difficult to walk across.

While river-crossing deaths have increased significantly over these past couple of years, the problem is not new.

U.S. Border Patrol has been warning people not to risk their lives crossing the Rio Grande River for years, noting its 
unpredictable currents and deep waters. In 2020, the Army Corps of Engineers proposed a buoy barrier along parts of the 
Rio Grande to deter unauthorized river crossings.

That project is now underway in the Lone Star State as Gov. Greg Abbott approved 1,000 feet of the marine barrier 
system to be implemented on the Rio Grande near Eagle Pass as part of Operation Lone Star.

Designed by Cochrane USA, the barrier will cost the state $1 million, funding which is included in the $5.1 billion 
approved by the Texas Legislature to secure the border. DPS has added concertina wire on the bank of the river, making the 
buoys part of a layering effect that will allow law enforcement to quickly mobilize to border crossing hot spots.
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The buoy barrier is a great step toward strengthened border security, but Texas DPS must continue to hold the line at 
the border. The buoys will decrease the river crossings in the area in which they are placed, but that traffic is also likely to 
move to less secured parts of the river, which could be even more dangerous to those crossing.

The state of Texas has the right and the duty to step in and defend itself from threats coming across the border. It must 
also deter the men, women, and children thinking it is safe to illegally cross the river, and ensure they only use safe and 
legal pathways into the U.S.

As Texas continues to increase its border security efforts, migrants seeking a new life in the U.S. will hopefully pursue 
safe and legal pathways through ports of entry.✯

Selene Rodriguez is the assistant director of federal affairs at the Texas Public Policy Foundation. In this role, she conducts 
research on public policy issues; assists the Foundation in academic publication; educates lawmakers and members of the 
public on Foundation research; and provides formal testimony to local, state, and federal entities. Prior to this position, 
Rodriguez served in the Marine Corps as an Intelligence Specialist and completed an internship at the Texas Public Policy 
Foundation. Born and raised in Del Rio, Texas, Rodriguez graduated from Texas State University with a B.A. in political 
science and is currently a graduate student. She has a passion for spending time with her family and volunteering in local 
community programs and political organizations.  

About Texas Public Policy Foundation
The Texas Public Policy Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, nonpartisan research institute. The Foundation promotes 
and defends liberty, personal responsibility, and free enterprise in Texas and the nation by educating and affecting 
policymakers and the Texas public policy debate with academically sound research and outreach. 

Funded by thousands of individuals, foundations, and corporations, the Foundation does not accept government funds 
or contributions to influence the outcomes of its research.

The public is demanding a different direction for their government, and the Texas Public Policy Foundation is providing 
the ideas that enable policymakers to chart that new course. 

901 Congress Avenue  |  Austin, Texas 78701  |  512.472.2700  |  www.TexasPolicy.com

https://thecannononline.com/the-dojs-attack-on-texas-sovereignty/

